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Jekka’s Best Thyme at Hampton Court:  

Another RHS Gold and Best Floral Exhibit for the second year running! 

 

Organic herb grower, Jekka McVicar, has achieved another gold medal for her 

floral display of organic herbs at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. 

This is Jekka’s 16th consecutive gold medal at Hampton Court, and her 61st RHS 

gold medal achieved at flower shows across the UK. 

 

Incredibly, the exhibit has also won the prestigious Tudor Rose Award for Best 

Floral Exhibit for the second year running. Jekka is stunned: “It hasn’t quite sunk 

in yet. Last year we were amazed to become the first herb nursery and the first 

organic outfit to win this award, but it is a huge honour to win it two years on the 

trot!” 

 

The herb display is a vista of colour and aroma: the visitor’s eye is immediately 

drawn to a thyme lawn flanked on either side by a lavender hedge leading to the 

statue centrepiece, ‘Aphrodite’ which has accompanied Jekka to many shows. The 

statue is surrounded by a tall arch of Galega officinalis, commonly named Goats 

Rue or more descriptively, French Lilac, as racemes of mauve flowers hang 

delicately amongst a soft mid green foliage. 

 

Beyond the arch, a pathway of Chamaemelum nobile 'Flore Pleno' Double 

Flowered Chamomile has a cascading waterfall-like effect, leading to an 

abundance of aromatic, medicinal and culinary herbs. This area overflows with 

vibrant colour from the large, red flowers of Monarda Didyama Bee Balm 

Bergamot, and the randomly pink and blue Salvia viridis var. comata Painted 

Sage, softened by tall white bracts  of Salvia sclarea 'Vatican White' Clary Sage 

Vatican White and the delicate appearance of Verbena officinalis Vervain. 
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